




English Translation:

A pair of classical music stars active on the international stage bring a 
national treasure cello to celebrate the 2019 Ottawa Spring Festival Gala

On the stage of the 2019 Spring Festival Gala in Ottawa, we will enjoy a wonderful 
performance by a pair of classical music stars who are active on the international stage.

Ottawa's native siblings, Silvie Cheng and Bryan Cheng, are becoming shining stars in the 
world of classical music in the eyes of global music-lovers. Since 2011, when they were 
invited to present their debut recital as Cheng² Duo at Weill Hall of Carnegie Hall in New 
York, one of the best concert halls in the world, they have continued to climb to new artistic 
heights without looking back. Over the years, their stage footprint has spread across North 
America, Europe, and Asia. As soloists and chamber musicians, they have appeared in 
landmark concert halls including Hamburg Elbphilharmonie (Germany), Shanghai Poly 
Theatre, Berlin Philharmonie, Helsinki Music Centre (Finland), Canada’s Winspear Centre 
(Edmonton), Chan Centre (Vancouver), and National Arts Centre (Ottawa), amongst other 
major venues. At present, wherever the Cheng² Duo (pronounced Cheng Squared Duo) 
performs, their recitals are well-received and beloved by both audiences and critics alike. 

Bryan, who was only 14 years old at the time of their New York debut recital, has won 
numerous awards in recent years: the Michael Measures Prize ($25,000) from the Canada 
Council for the Arts, First Place in the Adelphi International Competition in the United 
States, Fourth Prize in the Grand Finals of the Paulo International Cello Competition in 
Finland, and a Sylva Gelber Music Foundation Award ($30,000). Recently, as First 
Laureate of the triennial competition held by the Canada Council for the Arts’ Musical 
Instrument Bank, he was awarded a 3-year loan of the world-famous 323-year-old 
“Bonjour” Stradivarius, worth $14 million. At the gala, the audience will have the privilege of 
listening to the wonderful sound of this national treasure cello.

Silvie, winner of the Roy M. Rubinstein Award for “exceptional promise in piano 
performance”, graduated from the Manhattan School of Music and is currently active in 
New York. In addition to regular solo piano concerts and teaching piano at the Manhattan 
School of Music, she and Bryan have spent three years recording a trilogy of French, 
Spanish and Russian albums. The first two albums, which were released worldwide, have 
been well-received by international music critics and broadcasted by major radio stations in 
the United States, Canada, and Germany. In various music publications in France, 
Germany, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, and 
Luxembourg, critics have unanimously praised Cheng² Duo's music for its “taste, sure flair 
for phrasing, and beauty of sound”, “maturity and perfection”, “musical sensitivity" and 
“extremely imaginative and personal interpretation." Their latest Russian-themed two-disc 
album will be released worldwide in the spring of 2019.

In addition to Western classical music, Cheng² Duo is also committed to commissioning 
new music and has been successful in crossover collaborations with jazz musicians. Many 



well-known composers have worked with them to create new pieces, which have premiered 
successfully on global stages. In addition, they have collaborated with artists, 
photographers, and poets to present original multimedia concerts that were supported and 
loved by audiences. While touring, they are often invited to give master classes to students, 
to give lectures to audiences, and to impart and promote musical knowledge, skills and 
performance experience.

In recent years, Cheng² Duo has been invited to various prestigious concert series and 
music festivals, including Chamber Music at the Clark in Los Angeles, Dame Myra Hess 
Series in Chicago, the National Arts Club in New York, Harvard University, Virtuosi Series in 
Winnipeg. Cecilia Concerts in Halifax, Indian River Festival on Prince Edward Island, 
Toronto Summer Music Festival, and Usedomer Musikfestival and TONALi Kiezfestival in 
Germany. Large-scale tours over 12 cities include Canada's East Coast (2016), Canada's 
West Coast (2019), Central Canada (2018), Canada's East and West Coast (2018), and 
Chinese provinces (2016). What is expected in the 2020-2021 season is the complete cycle 
of Beethoven’s cello-piano sonatas to commemorate the 250th anniversary of Beethoven's 
birth. Renowned award-winning composers from Germany, the United States, and Canada 
will create new original commissions for the Cheng² Duo, each inspired by one of the 
Beethoven sonatas. In January 2020, music lovers in Ottawa will have the opportunity to 
hear Bryan perform British composer Elgar’s Cello Concerto with the National Arts Centre 
Orchestra. For more details about these concerts, please visit www.cheng2duo.com or 
facebook.com/cheng2duo.

http://www.cheng2duo.com
http://facebook.com/cheng2duo

