










English Translation:

Turning Musical Dreams into Reality - Cheng² Duo

You may still be unfamiliar with the name Cheng² Duo from Ottawa, but in recent years, this 
piano-cello duo of Chinese siblings has attracted much attention in the music world.

The Cheng² Duo is comprised of Silvie Cheng (piano) and her younger brother Bryan Cheng 
(cello). Having had musical dreams since childhood, for many years they have maintained a 
love for music and performance. With passion, no lack of diligence, and hard work, they have 
turned their musical dreams into reality step by step.

“Genetic mutations ”

The Chengs’ parents emigrated from China to Canada more than 20 years ago. Both have 
science and engineering backgrounds and had never been exposed to musical instruments. 
Their children showed great interest in music when they were 3 or 4 years old, and then 
excelled rapidly and won numerous awards. Silvie is currently pursuing a postgraduate degree 
in piano performance at the Manhattan School of Music. Bryan, who is in grade 11 at Lisgar 
Collegiate Institute, is also preparing to enrol in music conservatory.

There is a joke amongst the family members: the two children's path to music is entirely a 
genetic mutation. When children of Chinese families learn piano, the phenomenon of "tiger 
mom” parents forcing them to learn is more common. But as the siblings speak of their parents, 
“Our parents never forced us. They love us very much and let us choose our own passion. They 
just want us to be happy and pursue what interests us." The love and support their parents have 
given them is probably their biggest treasure.

Referring to one’s fate with music, Silvie still talks about it today. When she was 4 years old, her 
parents took her on a long-distance road trip. Sitting in the back seat, she was surrounded by 
different kinds of toys. But she was fascinated by a blue keyboard and didn't feel bored after 
playing it for hours. After returning from the trip, Silvie’s mother sent her for piano lessons, 
embarking on her musical path. Bryan's musical awakening can be credited to his sister. Bryan 
says, "I grew up listening to my sister practice and perform pieces." Bryan, who was then just 
over 3 years old, was envious of his sister playing on stage and also wanted to learn a musical 
instrument. He chose the cello because of his fascination with its deep sound, although the cello 
he played as a child was of a smaller size.

After 10 years of hard work and musical studies, in 2011 and 2013, the two siblings finally stood 
on the stage of Carnegie Hall and presented their own recitals. Carnegie’s Weill Hall is a temple 



in the eyes of young musicians. They feel that these were their best performances and are still 
thrilled every time they talk or think about it.

After the concert, New York Concert Review commented: "The Canadian pianist Silvie Cheng 
gave thoroughly idiomatic and polished performances”, “her playing was...especially poetic” and 
“purely magical”. Of Bryan, the review said: "cellist Bryan Cheng is gifted with abundant facility, 
innate musicality, and a sense of joy...Mr. Cheng has all the makings of a fine concert artist."

When the two recall those memories, "Everything was perfect. The house piano; the hall full of 
history. Our concert was sold-out. Playing in Carnegie Hall, there was a kind of harmony 
between me and the piano that I had never felt before, there was so much 
inspiration...Relatives, friends, and music-lovers who have supported us in Canada and the 
United States for many years travelled to New York for the concert, and we felt like we were 
playing in our own living room."

The musical cooperation between the two is obviously tacit, and they use the words “peace of 
mind” and “intimate experience" to describe it themselves. Silvie said that when playing with her 
brother, she felt "very sure." Because whether it is during practice or performance, "the 
communication between us transcends language. No one can replace the sense of trust that we 
have when playing with each other." Their musical interpretations reveal their natural feelings.

This summer, Silvie returned to Ottawa from New York to have more time to practice and 
perform with Bryan. The siblings’ schedules were very full, finishing a masterclass at the 
National Arts Centre in Ottawa on Wednesday, flying to New York for rehearsals on Thursday, 
performing in New York on Friday, and heading off for a European performance on Saturday. 
After performances at music festivals in Belgium and Italy, they returned to Ottawa and drove to 
Parry Sound in Northern Ontario for four performances, including a special recital at the famous 
Festival of the Sound. At the end of July, they will return to Ottawa to perform in the annual 
International Chamber Music Festival (Chamberfest). The duo gave a debut recital at the 
festival last year. This summer, they have been invited again to present “A Journey Around the 
World” on August 7th at 3pm in the auditorium of the National Gallery of Canada (380 Sussex 
Drive, Ottawa). It will be followed by a recital in Toronto, which CBC Radio Two will do a live 
recording of, as part of the 2014 Young Artist program.

The more performances they participate in, the more experience they have, the wider their 
horizons. They enjoy the performing life on the road and believe that their efforts will surely bring 
out fruitful music. 

In addition to playing classical repertoire such as Bach, Beethoven, Brahms, the Cheng² Duo 
also works with many contemporary composers. Chinese-Canadian composer Alexina Louie 
specially composed two works for the siblings, “Pond Mirrors Bright Sky" and “Wild Horse 
Running".

Alexina Louie has won a Juno Award in Canada. In these compositions, she tried to incorporate 
the sense of harmony that the Chengs have together. “Pond Mirrors Bright Sky" is a very 
dynamic piece. In particular, in the last section of the piece, the brilliance overflows; closing 
one’s eyes, the image of light flowing on the surface of the pond comes from the notes pouring 
on the strings. 



In addition, the image of the horse has formed a special bond between the composer and the 
performer. Louie incorporates the power, speed, and movement of the running horse into her 
composition, because Silvie's zodiac sign is the horse.

The works of classical masters provide deep musical nutrients for the duo’s growth, and the 
works of modern composers bring them new inspiration. Their performance style always gives a 
feeling of intimacy and affection. At each concert, they will give the audience a brief introduction 
to the pieces, the background and personal stories about the music. They want to be able to 
bring both listeners and the music, the audience and the performers, closer together.

The Cheng² Duo has an interesting metaphor for their performances, comparing themselves to 
tour guides who take the audience on a spaceship. Silvie explains that they want their 
performances to transport the audience into another world, one full of musical beauty.

Using this analogy, Bryan explains, “Every concert, there are usually a lot of white-haired elderly 
people. I strongly want to do something to attract more young people to enjoy to concerts...In 
music there are so many things to discover."

Silvie also said that they hope to incorporate more contemporary elements into their 
performances, blending classical music with modern life. On August 7th, at the Chamberfest 
“Journey Around the World” concert, in preparation the two young musicians have combined 
their hobbies for travel and music and integrated contemporary multimedia technology into the 
concert, in order to let the audience be stimulated aurally and visually. 

Future Plans

Speaking about plans for the next three years, the siblings told CFC, "We are preparing to 
record our first CD, and we also plan to perform in more countries and cities around the world. 
We will also collaborate with more modern composers and commission new pieces. Chinese 
composers will be invited to write music for us and present special concerts in China."

The duo also hopes to make friends with more young music-lovers. In our material-rich modern 
society, people will pursue spiritual satisfaction more and more to increase their inner 
cultivation. The duo hosted a children's music appreciation event last year. During the event, 
they let the children wear animal costumes while enjoying animal-themed music and 
performances, which was very popular among the children. In the future, they plan to do more 
similar "audience interaction" programs to stimulate children's interest, so that more children can 
love music. They now have a community of music-lovers who want to receive regular news 
about concerts from them. Those who are interested are welcome to join: www.facebook.com/
Cheng2Duo. 

http://www.facebook.com/Cheng2Duo

