


English Translation: 

REVIEW | Cheng² Duo: In the heart of the Volga

Cellist Bryan Cheng, a former student of Yuli Turovsky, and his sister, pianist Silvie Cheng, 
created a few years ago the Cheng² Duo, pronounced "Cheng Squared". The two musicians are 
among the artists selected for Jeunesses Musicales Canada's Relève concerts and took 
advantage of a date in Montreal this week to present their program To The West of the Volga, 
with which they travel throughout Quebec as part of the Concert Relève on tour.

The program, as its name suggests, takes us into deep Russia and focusses on three iconic 
composers from this country: Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, Sergei Prokofiev and Sergei 
Rachmaninov.

Thus the concert begins with two pieces of Tchaikovsky, Pezzo Capriccioso and the second 
Andante Cantabile movement extracted from String Quartet No. 1, two contrasting pieces, 
where from the first notes we hear the duo’s great musical partnership. Bryan Cheng seems to 
have great ease in handling his instrument and his sister offers him a supple and fluid support 
that allows him to express himself as he wishes.

Then they go on to Prokofiev's sonata for cello and piano op.119, a work composed for Mstislav 
Rostropovich in a climate of political tension.



It takes a certain maturity to interpret this sonata and really understand what the composer 
wanted to broadcast, and it is with great character that Bryan Cheng manages to carry us away.

Some imperfections here and there never disturb our passionate listening to his catchy playing, 
meticulous and yet very creative, without seeming academic. We can feel that the young 
musician is happy to play, to share this moment with us. Again, Silvie Cheng managed to solidly 
complement her brother's playing, although we might have wanted a little more madness and 
sound colors in her playing.

It is finally with the famous Vocalise of Rachmaninov, composed originally for voice and piano, 
that the two interpreters chose to close this lovely program punctuated with small speeches and 
anecdotes on the selected works.

Once again, it is a very beautiful journey in deep Russia, of beautiful colours emerging from the 
instrument of Bryan Cheng, who is in constant renewal of inspiration.

As an encore, they offer us a somewhat hasty interpretation of the famous Swan of Saint-
Saëns. The very promising Cheng² Duo is one to watch very closely in the coming years.

The duo's tour continues and if you are in these cities, run to hear them.


