


English translation:

The first recording of cellist Bryan Cheng (19) and his sister pianist Silvie (25), who are 
all the rage in Canada, their adopted country, have already won numerous prizes, and 
also each lead, outside of the Cheng² Duo, a brilliant career. Debussy's sonata is the 
centerpiece of this disc. The two prodigies give a very clear interpretation, very 
constructed, very poetic. If the agitato part of the 1st movement is not as imperious and 
dense as in the legendary version of Britten/Rostropovich, it is nevertheless very well 
conducted. The second movement (Serenade) is truly sublime. The two interpreters 
bring out and magnify the modernity with an astonishing, striking, and subtle analytical 
reading. The Finale is spirited and incisive, in which the cello unfolds a rich palette of 
sound. One can be surprised by the place given in this CD to transcriptions, when the 
repertoire for cello and piano is so rich in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. But 
after all, the transcription of Franck's sonata dates from the composer's lifetime and was 
approved by him. And the replacement of the human voice by the cello in "Après un 
rêve" - Fauré's melody - indirectly makes it apparent how much the other two works 
written for cello and piano (Élégie Op. 24 and Sicilienne op.78 - reduction made by 
Fauré himself of a movement of his orchestral suite Pelléas et Mélisande, op. 80) are by 
their texture equally close to the sung melody. An extremely promising first record. 
(Bertrand Abraham)


