




English Translation:

The Musical Road of Chinese-Canadian Siblings: Interview with Cheng² Duo 
(Silvie Cheng, Bryan Cheng)

Each year, CBC Music selects 30 outstanding Canadian classical musicians who are under the 
age of 30. Usually ensembles are not within the scope of the selection, but in 2015, Silvie and 
Bryan Cheng, a duo from Ottawa, were exceptionally selected because "they play like one”.

25-year-old Silvie Cheng plays the piano, and 19-year-old Bryan the cello. The brother-and-
sister pair are now the youngest artists of the German classical music label audite. On the 18th 
of this month, the company launched the duo’s first album, "Violoncelle français”.

Scientist immigrant parents raise sibling musicians

Silvie and Bryan Cheng are from a Chinese immigrant family. Their parents have no musical 
background or training. What is valuable is that their scientist parents, unlike many Chinese 
parents, did not insist that their children take a safer career path.

Silvie was born in Japan. When she was less than a year old, she came to Canada with her 
parents and settled in Ottawa. Her younger brother, Bryan, was born there a few years later. 
Silvie showed an interest in music when she was very young. She started piano lessons at the 
age of 5 and received the highest-level diploma of piano performance from the Royal 
Conservatory of Music of Toronto at the age of 16. Bryan, seven years younger, watched his 
sister practice the piano and perform from a young age, and he, too, went down a musical path. 
The siblings have now been playing together for ten years.

Silvie graduated from the Manhattan School of Music and currently lives in New York City. Bryan 
is currently studying at the University of the Arts in Berlin, Germany. Their first album features 
French chamber music from 1860 to 1910, including works by Debussy, Franck, Fauré and 
others. Their interpretation of Franck's sonata was especially praised by music critics. The duo 
says that the tracks selected on the album are some of their favorite works.

The Cheng² Duo will begin recording their second album in August 2017, which is expected to 
be released in early 2018. The second album will feature Spanish music.


